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SEPTEMBER 12 MEETING: SHOW AND TELL, MODULAR N SCALE,
LED LIGHTING AND LUNCH
Kicking off the year will be our September meeting on September 12 at the East Greenwich United
Methodist Church. Coffee and doughnuts will start at 9:30, followed by show and tell! This is your
opportunity to show what you have been working on for the last three or four months. Finished
projects, partial projects, ideas for projects, and anything else you might think of are welcome.
After show and tell there will be a clinic given by Justin McGuire and
Steve Erickson on LED lighting of buildings. Justin and Steve will
show us a simple system to provide high-quality lighting for the
interior of structures using the Microlumina line of products. Their
basic lighting kit is illustrated at right. This is an easy and inexpensive
entry into the world of lighting, so be sure to come, bring your
soldering iron if you have one, and learn how to brighten up your
layout.

Finally, we will be setting up the N scale T
track modular layout (shown in part at left,
Mike Tylick’s arm not part of display) in
anticipation of its premiere at the October
train show. If you have a module that is
finished, or have one that you would like to
bring along and have displayed in a partially
finished state, please make sure your bring it
to this meeting. We will be setting up the
modules in the configuration that will be used
for the show.

We will also be having lunch delivered from a local restaurant. Will be taking orders at the
beginning of the meeting and plan to eat around 12 o’clock. Spouses, friends, and anyone else you
can think of will be welcome to attend and join in all of the activities.
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TRAIN SHOW
OCTOBER 18:
PAWTUCKET ARMORY
Our second annual model railroad
show will be October 18 at the
Pawtucket Armory, and we need
you to help out. This is the major
revenue source for the division, and
allows us to do things like host
events, purchase modular
equipment, and build displays. Last year was highly successful, and we anticipate another great
year (like last year, there is no Patriots game conflicting with it).
Last year we had over 1,100 people attend the show, as the above photo illustrates. We have
improved it in a lot of ways – better clinic design, more operating layouts, and an greater focus on
N scale. But to make it work we need your help.

We need volunteers for many different roles. Set up will start Friday when the tables arrive,
continue Saturday when the modular groups and some vendors with arrive, and continue on
Sunday, with breakdown after the close of the event.
Come and join in the fun. You will be glad you did.

WHAT A YEAR WE HAVE SCHEDULED! PLAN TO JOIN US ONCE
A MONTH ON SATURDAY!
The board of directors for the division met
last sent Sunday to discuss our plans for the
coming year, and came up with an exciting
series of events that you will not want to miss!

The remainder of the year schedule currently
looks like this:
October 3
We will be meeting at the West Warwick
public library primarily for the purpose of
finalizing plans for the October train show.
This is your opportunity to get in on the
ground floor as to how the train show is
operated and to pitch in. If you are interested
in earning a volunteer AP award, working at
the train shows a great way to get started on
the certificate. We will need people for a
variety of functions, including crowd
management at the front and back of the hall,

Board meeting: not boring meeting!
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staffing the division booth, operating our
modular railroads, assisting with the clinics,
as well as set up and tear down. The show will
be set up on Saturday and will run from 10 to
3 on Sunday, October 18.

February 6
The February 6 meeting will have a series of
clinics and presentations focusing on various
awards and achievements that are available
through the NMRA. We will be discussing
the golden spike award, the certificates that
are available through the achievement
program, and how you can improve the
overall quality of remodeling through these
programs. Members who’ve already earned
certificates in various categories will be
bringing some of their work for display, and
it will be an opportunity for every member to
bring something and have it reviewed by the
members of the division who are judges in
order to learn how to achieve the certificates.

November 7
November 7 will be our new member meeting.
We’ll be encouraging people who attend the
train show to stop in on November 7 to learn
about the process of adding involved in model
well. We will have a number of interactive
activities as well as clinics covering some of
the basics. We hope to involve some of the
local Boy Scouts in this activity as well. This
meeting will be at the East Greenwich United
Methodist Church, with coffee and donuts at
930 in the morning followed by the clinics at
10 o’clock.

March 5
The March 5 meeting will be an electrifying
event. We will be concentrating on all things
electrical. We’ll be looking at some basic
electricity concepts, the difference between
DC and DCC systems, some thoughts on how
you can make your layout run well, and the
latest initiative from national, the layout
control system or LCC. The NMRA is
currently working on standards for a control
system that will allow for digital operation of
all aspects of the model railroad. We will
learn more about this in March. This will be
another meeting held at the East Greenwich
United Methodist Church..

December 5
December 5 will be our holiday event. Will be
inviting some of the early pioneers of the little
Rhody Division to attend and tell us about the
early days of getting started with model
railroading Rhode Island. We will also do a
gift swap, a potluck lunch, and a special set of
presentations about setting up and running
model railroads around the Christmas tree.
Our holiday event last year was a great
success, we are looking forward to seeing
everyone including spouses at what is sure to
become an annual event.

April 2
January 2
The April 2 meeting will be back at Cardi’s in
Attleborough. This session will focus on
some of the fundamentals of layout building.
We will compare and contrast various bench
were construction methods from the oldest to
the newest. Will also be talking about the
process of scratch building structures and
rolling stock, which is a sure way to
individualize your layout.

January 2 will be a special meeting. It will be
the first meeting that we’ve held in Bristol
County Massachusetts in quite some time.
We’ll be meeting at the Cardi’s function
facility in Attleboro. This meeting will focus
on large scale model railroading. Will have
presentations on garden railroading, indoor
railroading in G scale, and modular railroads
in large scales. If you have ever had any
questions about how large-scale works, this is
the place to get them answered. Even if you
are not modeling in large-scale, this will be an
opportunity for you to see a part of the hobby
that often gets overlooked.

May 7
The May 7 meeting will concentrate on
planning and researching railroads you can
model. We will have an in-depth discussion of
the various railroads that operated in and
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around Rhode Island, how to find out more
about them, some thoughts about how they
can be modeled in a reasonable amount of
space, and in general how to do prototype
research. We will also be discussing how to
plan the actual layout using computerassisted tools that are now available at little
or no cost.

of the division for a half-century. We are
working on having a number of special
events, presentations, and activities that will
enhance the celebratory experience.
As you can see we have a busy lineup for the
year. Make your plans now to be in each and
every meeting. This is an opportunity to meet
new people, learn about the hobby, improve
your skills, and in general have a good time
with our great hobby.

June
The June event will be the 50th anniversary
banquet for the division. This will be a once in
a lifetime opportunity to celebrate the success

All Aboard the Black Hills 1880 Steam Train
by Sue Osberg
Brian and I recently drove out to the Black Hills area of South Dakota to visit Brian’s cousin and his
wife. While we were there, we had the opportunity to ride the Black Hills 1880 Steam Train
between Hill City and Keystone, SD. This train originally started because of the gold strikes in
Deadwood and Lead in the Black Hills (Black Hills comes from the Lakota Sioux term “Paha Sapa”,
meaning hills-black). In 1879 the steam engine was brought to Lead to the Homestake Mining
Company and in 1881 the company built the first narrow-gauge railroad to haul cargo and the
public from Lead to the various mining camps in the region.
By 1885, the first standard-gauge railroad went as far as Rapid City, SD. Mining camps, towns and
the railroad grew as the need arose for transportation of people, goods and the gold that was mined.
In the summer of 1927, President Coolidge visited the site of Mount Rushmore National Memorial
a few miles southwest of Keystone, promising federal funds for the project, which then started in
earnest.
The railroad provided freight service to the
mountain until construction was finished in
1941. Later, the train provided tours to bring
passengers to nearby Hill City after which buses
brought the tourists to Mount Rushmore. In
1948, the monument to Crazy Horse was begun
and the train began a new route.
Left: Sue and Brian following in President
Coolidge’s footsteps

In 1957, after diesels replaced many of the steam locomotives, the new Black Hills Central Railroad
(the 1880 Train) began its 9-mile run between Hill City and Keystone. In 1970, Gunsmoke used the
railroad as a location for filming a two-part episode as the train ran between Hill City and Custer,
SD. The train also appeared in the Walt Disney film Scandalous John. In 2005, the train starred
in a Steve Spielberg cable television mini-series Into the West. Today, the 1880 Train runs between
Hill City and Keystone showing passengers the land that once held gold mines and mining camps.
The scenery is magnificent; one can see the early railroad tracks in some places and see remnants
of the gold mines that made the area famous.
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The tourist train locomotive
There are several “vintage” locomotives that haul the train cars:
Engine #7
Engine #104
Engine #110
Engine #1
Engine #63

2-6-2 locomotive built by Baldwin Locomotive works in 1919.
2-6-2 T tank engine also built by Baldwin in 1926.
2-6-6-2T engine again built by Baldwin in 1928.
1940 Whitcome diesel originally built for the Department of Defense
operated during WWII.
GP9 diesel built by Electro-Motive Division of GM for the Chesapeake and
Ohio Railroad.

A variety of cars, some originally passenger, some baggage cars, some flat cars, have been adapted
to carry passengers on the train today.
For more information, go to www.1880train.com.

REGIONAL REPORT
by Steve Erickson
So, you ask, what is the NER? You know you are a member of the NMRA, and a member of the
Little Rhody Division, but what is this NER thing that you belong to is well? That is a good
question. The NER stands for the northeastern region of the National Model Railroad Association.
The region covers all of New England, most of New York, and all of Eastern Canada, as well as
northern New Jersey. This area is broken up into a number of divisions that range from small and
inactive to large and very active. Our division is one of the smaller divisions in the region, but it is
a very active one. Our division covers all of the state of Rhode Island as well as Bristol County
Massachusetts. Our neighbor to the west is the nutmeg division, which covers most of Connecticut.
Our neighbor to the north is the Hub division which covers most of Massachusetts.
The region is run by a board of directors that is elected for four-year terms. Directors are elected to
represent areas, not divisions. Last year I was elected to the Board of Directors as the representative
for Connecticut and Rhode Island. As a result, I do not represent part of the division on the regional
board, but I represent all of Connecticut.
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George “Scooter” Youst, who has been president of the division for the past five years, recently
resigned that position. The new president of the division is the former vice president, John Doehring.
John is looking at starting a number of new projects in the region. For the past several years he has
been editor of The Coupler, the regional newsletter.
One of the primary responsibilities of the region is to host at least one convention each year. Last
year’s convention was hosted by the Hub and Nutmeg divisions, and was centered in Palmer
Massachusetts. This year the region is not hosting a convention on its own, but is participating in
the convention in Mount Laurel New Jersey sponsored by the Mideast region. That convention will
include the annual meeting for the region, contests and awards specific to the region, and other
activities focused on the northeast as well as the central part of the East Coast.
The 2016 convention is currently scheduled for the Albany New York area. The northern New Jersey
division has expressed interest in 2017. Some of us have discussed the possibility of a regional
convention in Newport hosted by our division in 2018. Those plans are still very much in the
“talking” stage.
The regional board is working hard to come up with plans and ideas that will help individual
members beyond simply hosting a yearly convention. As those plans take form in the next few
months, we will have a better idea of how our regional operation can help us here in Rhode Island
and Bristol County.
Please feel free to contact me about any regional questions that you might have as well as matters
concerning our division, since I’m currently wearing two hats.

Wrapping up last year
We wrapped up last year’s highly successful series of activities with our annual banquet in June.
We had some great contest entries, both in the first timers category as well as in the experienced
modeler category. We were able to hand out a number of new achievement program awards,
recognize individuals who done exceptional work during the year, and come together for a great
time. We ran the N scale T track modular layout for the first time. A number of modules are
finished and more on the way. Here are some pictures from the event:

Justin got to celebrate his birthday at the dinner

We had a special cake made just for our annual dinner
and in division colors no less .

-6-

At left: Sue Osberg’s winning entry in the one
square foot contest for experienced modelers

Dave Kiley won the contest for first time
entries with this great diorama but still
only takes one square foot

We will be making more photos available on line both at our Dropbox folder and on our newly
redesigned (but not yet implemented) web site. Stay tuned for details!
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