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FEBRUARY MEETING: SEE AN INDOOR G SCALE LAYOUT, VISIT
SCENIC MASSACHUSETTS
Join us Valentine’s Day, February 14, for our next meeting. We will be gathering at the Somerset
Public Library at 10 for presentations on making paper buildings, hand laying track, and a survey
of English vs. American railroad practices. Directions to be sent separately. After the program we
will be traveling a short distance to Dave Kiley’s house for a potluck lunch and a viewing of his
indoor G scale layout. This is not to be missed! Especially for our Bristol County member, since
this is right in their backyard.

JANUARY WRAP UP:
WEATHERING AND 3-D PRINTING
If you missed the January meeting, you missed lots of great stuff. We had a presentation by Dave
Yale about 3-D printing and a weathering workshop. Both were well received. Justin Maguire
presented an AP certificate for structures to Steve Erickson. The N scale group met over lunch from
the deli. We had Allie’s donuts. All in all, a great time.
Here are some photos:
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WE CAN MAKE ANYTHING LOOK OLD
by Mike Tylick, MMR

Usually model railroading is a solitary activity best pursued out of sight in the basement, but for
me the best part of the hobby is getting out of the house and meeting with like-minded people. The
January Little Rhody Division meeting was such an experience. After an interesting introduction
to three-dimensional printing, we were treated to an enjoyable “hands-on” weathering clinic. Prior
to the meeting, I only had two dirty hopper cars I could use for photo props. Thanks to the helpful
assistance of Sue Osberg (acrylic paint), Dave Kelly (marking chalk), and Steve Erickson (pan
pastels) I am now the proud owner of a nicely weathered wood gondola that will add some variety
to my photos.

1. The candidate for torture in all its brand-new glory. A
Bachmann On30 gondola poses on my Marshfield and
Old Colony railroad. Although a nicely detailed and
colored model, raw styrene never looks right.

2. Look what an hour in Rhode Island did to my
shiny new car! Sue’s acrylics seemed the likely first
step, so I started by streaking the car good with
paint washes. Overcoats of pan pastels and
marking chalk blended it all together and really
made the car look like it had been around for
years. Since the materials are all quite permanent,
no sealing was necessary.

3. In my usual last minute haste, I never did
get around to lettering the car. When I got
home, I removed what weathering I could with
a wet brush and applied the decals. Walthers
Solvaset made the decal film sink into the
plastic “wood grain”. Although there seems to
be no evidence of bare spots, the lettering is
much too new for the rest of the car.
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4. I was afraid water based paint would ruin the
powdered weathering, and I didn’t want to wait
for pan pastels to arrive from Amazon. But I was
able to run out to Lowe’s and by some marking
chalk. To my delight, the chalks covered over the
decal film quite well. A few pieces of scrap
stripwood in the bay completed the car for its
first portraits.

JUNE ANNUAL MEETING AND DINNER TO FEATURE ONE SQUARE
FOOT CONTEST AND SHOWCASE
Preparations for the annual meeting and dinner are now underway. Details will be released in a
month or two, but this part can’t wait: We will be having another one square foot contest, and we
want everyone who can to participate. There will be two categories to encourage participation: First
Time Entries and Veterans. One square foot modules for the T-Trak modular layout will qualify,
so it should be easy to enter. There will be awards for both categories. If we have enough T-Trak
modules we can set up our new modular layout, so it is time to get to work! Either on line (with
track) or off line (a scene in scale) is acceptable, so it is time to hit the workbench and ignore the
snow.
If you do not want to enter the contest, bring some of your work anyway. We will have a showcase
of modeling by the Division, so it is a great time to let people see what you have been doing in your
basement this winter.

T TRACK MODULE GROUP GETTING ACTIVE
Our Division T Track Modular layout is coming along, but there is still time to get in on the ground
floor. We now have a Facebook Group Page: search for Little Rhody N Track and you will find it.
Join today and add your voice to the conversation about how we should build this.
We have decided on a name: Rhode Island and Old Colony.
membership: Rhode Island and Bristol County, Massachusetts.
We have a vendor for the modules: t-kits.com.
You can buy them remade or buy the kits. Here
how the kit is packaged K
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This reflects our Division

We have several three foot kits on order for people to purchase and use.
We have an era and location: transition era (50's, early 60's) along the New England shoreline,
using New Haven colors.
We have track: we got a deal on Kato track in stock at Newport Hobby House and cleaned them
out at 37% off! We will resell to modular group members at cost.
We are going to make this layout easy to assemble and transport. Our hope is that we can bring it
to shows for our Division table, take it to community resources (like hospitals and libraries) and
even assemble and operate it at Division meetings.
Sign up at the meeting or join the Facebook page.

LITTLE RHODY TRAIN SHOW SCHEDULED AGAIN FOR OCTOBER:
MAKE YOUR PLANS NOW
Save the date: October 18, 2015. The place: Pawtucket Armory (same as last year). The October
show was highly successful: 1100 in attendance, $4,000 raised for the Division. We aim to do
better this year. To do that, we need all your help. The committee is forming up now, so contact
Justin Maguire at pennywhistle@fullchannel.net.
We have already circulated over 400 flyers at the Amherst Train Show, so the word is getting out.
This is a great way to help the Division while having a great time. Everyone involved last year found
it to be fun. Our plan is to have the N scale modular layout up and running.

REGIONAL SURVEY IN MAIL AND EMAIL
Every Division member receives The Coupler, which is the regional newsletter. It is sent both by
mail (if paid for) and electronically. This quarter there was an article on our Division highlighting
all the good work we have been doing. Also included is a survey of Regional members that is being
used as part of our strategic planning process. Please send it back, either electronically or by mail.
Make your voice heard on how the Region should operate and what you would like to see the Region
do for you.
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FALL CONVENTION: NER TRAVELS TO THE MER AND NEW
JERSEY FOR FALL ACTIVITIES
Mid-Eastern Region Offers “Delaware Valley Turn” in October, 2015
(An Alternative for NER Convention Goers)
By Chip Stevens
The Northeastern Region will not have its own convention in 2015 (but will be back in 2016 in
Albany, New York - hosted by the Hudson-Berkshire Division). However, just across the Region’s
border to the south, the New Jersey Division of the Mid-Eastern Region will host the Delaware
Valley Turn - the annual MER Regional Convention, October 22-25 2015 in Mount Laurel, NJ. The
MER convention promises to be a winner, and our neighbors have graciously invited NER members
to come down and participate in the Delaware Valley Turn.
The Convention website is www.DelawareValleyTurn.org, and there is a Yahoo Group at
groups.yahoo.com/groups/MER2015. Check the former for all convention information, and the
latter to receive updates as they occur.
Much of the convention’s planning and development is underway now - here are some of the early
highlights:
The Delaware Valley Turn is now open for early registration. The early registration rate is $35
(through August 31st, 2015.) Afterwards registration will be $40, and walk-ins at the door
will be $45. For more information, see the website.
Convention central will be located at The Hotel ML, 915 Route 73, in Mount Laurel, NJ. The
hotel includes a restaurant and bar, health club and outdoor pool, and ample free parking.
The CocoKey (indoor) Water Resort is right next door. Reservations can be made by calling
the hotel directly at 856-234-7300 or online at http://tinyurl.com/msqk6jy. Make sure to
mention the "Mid-Eastern Region Model Railroad Association" to receive the discounted
room rate of $94 a night.
The Delaware Valley Turn will feature over 50 clinics, and many of these will be repeated to
allow for scheduling of other activities. More than 40 layouts (in four scales) will also be
available for visits beginning Thursday afternoon on the drive in, during the convention on
Thursday, Friday and Saturday, and on Sunday afternoon for the drive home.
The convention will feature a unique, Free-mo style modular layout, open Thursday through
Saturday. Convention attendees will be able to sign up for onsite operating sessions on this
innovative layout. Attendees will also have the opportunity to operate on some of the best
layouts in the Delaware Valley through the Operations Callboard sessions. The current goal
is to assemble over 100 operating slots!
The Delaware Valley Turn will also feature many other familiar convention activities including prototype tours, contests, silent auction, , non-rail events, and a Saturday night
program.
On Saturday evening, attendees will gather for the banquet at the hotel featuring roast beef, chicken
parmesan, and sea bass. Awards for the convention contests will be presented.
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AMHERST RAILWAY SOCIETY SHOW REPORT
Snow hit for the first day of the Amherst show cutting attendance but not enthusiasm. There were
a lot of Rhode Islanders there as exhibitors, vendors, volunteers and attendees. Those of us there
learned a lot about N scale modules and saw a lot of new products that will help us all. Here are
some of the folks in attendence:

Justin Maguire and the On30 group

Andy Small with Train Troll Display

Richard Sebzda scouting out
T Trak module ideas
Don McCra with the
Old Colony Museum

Newport Dinner Train and Old Colony Railroad
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Joanne and John Sweeney with their ever popular children’s themed layouts

Chester and Becket: Mike Tylick and Steve Morrill’s

AA Hobbies: Out in Force

F Scale Show Stopper

Providence Northern Club Table
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Crow River Products

BUILDING BOOTY CORNER: INTRODUCTION TO WOOD KITS
Part Three: Walls, Windows and Signs
by Steve Erickson
I have started building ahead of this series, so although I could document all the
way through total wall assembly, I am going to just concentrate on finishing the walls
and windows, and adding signs. Next month I will show how to add simple lighting, a
quick interior,add the second floor and roofs, as well as tackling a scratch built side stair
enclosure, add some exterior details and, hopefully, finish up.
THE WALLS
Assembling the walls is not hard. There are a couple of
key points, however, particularly with respect to the
second floor walls. The first is the need to brace the
walls, particularly those for the second floor. I cannot
emphasize this enough. Bracing strengthens them
against breakage, prevents them for warping, and
extends the life of the building.
The kit provides some wood, which you can use, or you
can use scrap pieces from other kits or pieces of
basswood from the hobby shops and places like
Michaels. I use Titebond for attaching the bracing, and clamp every piece of bracing
until dry. Sometimes I just use a brick (I have three or four, bought fresh from Home
Depot, for this purpose). Here is an example of clamping, using cheap clamps you can
get by the bucket at home improvement shows.
The next step is to paint and weather each of the exterior walls before installation. Some
kits suggest painting and weathering after assembly, but this strikes me as asking for
trouble. It is much easier to paint, distress, and put signs on walls when they are flat on
your workbench. This is sound advise no matter what the instructions say, frankly.
Painting and weathering for me is a three or four step process. First, I use a light alcohol
stain to distress the wood. You can use a mixture of 91% alcohol (I find it at Walgreens)
and india ink to achieve this look very easily. A couple of drops in a cup of the alcohol
until you get the desired color (medium dark) will do it. Don’t worry too much about
“formulas”. I use a commercial product from Hunterline, which has alcohol stains in a
variety of colors, but home made stuff works just as well, especially if you are starting
out. Brush this on lightly, and use the highest level of alcohol you can find to ensure that
the walls do not warp. Allow to dry.
The second step is to dry brush the walls – too much paint cannot be taken off, but more
can always be added. To dry brush, dip your brush in the paint and then remove most of
it – on aluminum foil, paper towels, whatever. Then hard brush it into the walls, leaving
the stain under neath showing just a bit. You know you have enough color on if the wall
looks painted but the darker stain still shows through.
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Depending on whether the paint is faded enough, you can skip step three, which is to
apply a very diluted alcohol and ink wash to the paint. This is useful if you
“overpainted” the walls and they look too new. If you are basically happy with the wall
color, skip this step.
Finally, you can add weathering highlights using
chalks or pastels. I have gone almost entirely to Pan
Pastels for this step. A light makeup brush with a
dark color (black, brown or gray) really brings out the
wood.
A note on nail holes: instructions often say to apply
them, but I generally disagree. You need them in
contest quality models, but the reality is that the
holes are far too obvious at scale range, they can be
difficult to get straight, and are not prototypical at all.
So skip them, I say. Generally there is so much other stuff going on with the walls
(windows, signs, vents) that they are unnecessary.

ADD THE WINDOWS
First, add the store windows to the wooden window
assemblies on the first floor. These should be added
from the back, being careful to ensure that the
writing is visible on the outside and centered. Since
these windows are slightly frosted, it will make the
process of adding the interior that much easier. This
photo shows the one window installed and one lined
up for cutting.
Now add the windows to the second floor walls.
The windows in this kit are a little funky, in that the lower part is a separate piece which
you can position open, closed, or partially open. That adds variety, but complicates
things a little. You need to ensure that you find the correct window glazing and apply it
to the main window piece before adding the lower pane if you want the window to be
open at all. Apply some glue (or Future, see below) and allow to thoroughly dry. With
Future, let it set overnight. Other glues can set more quickly.
Here is a braced wall with the main part of the windows glued in from the outside, ready
for the lower panes to be installed.
I use what used to be called Pledge Future
Floor Wax and is now called Floor Care Finish
(there is NO wax in it) to install windows. It
dries clear, wicks around the window, and is
easy to use. Others use different types of glue.
Be careful if using CA (superglue) or styrene
cement, as they will craze the surface)
Picture: back wall waiting for lower panes K
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³ All four walls painted, signed, windowed, and ready to
be assembled into the second floor. There is a fifth wall
that completes the third floor that is not shown.

After the walls have been weathered, apply
the signs. This kit has a row of signs with a
laser cut framework that makes the small
signs around the bottom of the second floor
easy to apply (if somewhat generic). I
swapped out the larger signs directly applied
to the side walls for ones that I liked better
from the internet.
Applying signs can be difficult, but it should not be. I like to look for signs that
complement the wall color, sometimes by contrasting with it, but never clashing too
badly. Garish can be overdone in HO scale, I prefer a more subtle approach. The key is
to cut out the sign carefully with a good pair of small scissors. There are many types
available at places like Michaels, but be sure they are small. A large pair will not serve
you well. Some people cut out their signs with an exacto knife, but I never like the
result. You can get a straighter edge with small scissors with just a little practice. If you
like, you can sand down the back of the sign to make it thinner, especially around the
edges.
Turn it over, spread a thin layer of white glue with your fingers on the back, pick it up
and apply, using a clapboard to ensure level. Rub it in gently. Use a small pick or other
tool (not sharp edged) to work it into the wood. It is as simple as that.
WRAP UP
Well, that is it for this month. The following photo shows a look ahead, with the walls
assembled and the roofs dry fitted. Come back then and see how this finished up.
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