FEBRUARY MEETING: “UPPING YOUR GAME”: SKILLS
WORKSHOPS FOR GOLDEN SPIKE, ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS
10 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
February 6, 2016
East Greenwich United Methodist Church
1558 South County Trail
East Greenwich, RI
The February meeting will focus on “Upping Your Game”: how to improve just about every
aspect of your model railroading. Justin Maguire will be leading the discussion.
Here is what we have scheduled:
•
•

•
•
•

Coffee and donuts at 9:30.
Justin Maguire will lead a discussion of the different elements that go into
achievement awards, including the introductory Golden Spike Award. He will
explain how work is “evaluated” (NOT “judged”) and what goes into making a
good model.
Members who have already won AP or Golden Spike Awards will present some of
their work that went into the award, including the all important documentation
phase.
We will have a question and answer session for members interested in starting on
an award, or just interested in doing something better.
We may, if there is interest, set up a Golden Spike working group to help people
take the first step, as well as working groups on other awards if there is interest.

This is the time to get started on building, upgrading or changing your layout and your
modeling. Come and find out the possibilities.
We will have lunch ordered in again if enough people would like to join in. Probably pizza and
salads.
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JANUARY MEETING: LOT OF FUN, LOT OF INFO
The January meeting was awesome. We had a lot of new faces and multiple presentations on large
scale railroading – from beginner to expert there was something for everyone. We saw a large scale
Lego locomotive, fine scale Fn3 locomotives, use of DCC in large scale, a presentation on the large
Chester and Becket modular layout and more. Photos to follow below.

Super Notes .....
A short column from your Super.
We have had a couple of great events, and the fact that we can do a new subject every month speaks
volumes for our members and their interest. The February meeting will be an opportunity to learn
about increasing your skills, so it should not be missed.
Once again, write for the newsletter! Send us your tips and ideas, if nothing else. Send pictures of
interesting stuff. Everything will be used and gratefully appreciated.
The board is engaged in a discussion about whether to agree to host a regional convention in
Newport in November 2017. We will be discussing that at our next meeting, and looking for
possible volunteers. We can only decide to do this if we have enough people willing to shoulder
some of the load – it is fun, and the results could be spectacular.
Think about going to the regional convention this September in Albany – we had a discussion about
it at the regional level recently, and it sounds like a lot of fun in an interesting hotel. The more from
the division that go, the more fun it will be. If this is your first convention, we can connect you with
a buddy for the convention to help you get around and take advantage of everything there is to offer.
Finally, remember that our 50th anniversary annual meeting is coming up in June. We are planning
an extra special meeting for you. It will be a time to remember.
— Steve

2016: CONVENTION AND ACTIVITY BOARD
January
Amherst Railway Society annual show (the Big E) January 30-31 www.amherstrail.org
March/April
The Fine Scale Model Railroad Expo 2016
March 31 - April 2, 2016
Danvers, MA
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May
2016 Maritime Federation of Model Railroaders Convention & Show
May 19-22, 2016
Saint John, New Brunswick, CA
www.portcityrails2016.org
July
NMRA National Convention and Train Show
“Highball to Indy”
July 3-10, 2016
www.nmra2016.org
September
36th National Narrow Gauge Convention
September 7-10 2016
Augusta, Maine
www.nngc2016.org
The Pacemaker: 2016 Northeastern Regional Convention
September 15-18, 2016
Albany NY
www.hbdpacemaker.org

LRD OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS
SUPERINTENDENT
Steve Erickson (NMRA member since 1996)
sperickson@gmail.com
401-324-9051
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT
Sue Osberg (NMRA member since 2007)
CHIEF CLERK (Secretary)
Dick Nagle (NMRA member since 1991)
PAYMASTER (Treasurer)
Shannon Dekonski (NMRA member since
2013)
DIRECTORS
David Dekonski (NMRA member since
2006)
George Landow (NMRA member since
2003)
PAST SUPERINTENDENTS
Brian Osberg (NMRA member since 2007)
Henry Pierce (NMRA member since 2005)
(also nominating committee chair)
MEMBERSHIP CHAIR (Appointed)
Linda Bergemann (NMRA member since
1995)
ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM CHAIR (Appointed)
Justin Maguire (NMRA member since 1995)
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Large Scale Photos from the January meeting:
trains, awards and fun
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