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JANUARY MEETING: 3D
PRINTING, WEATHERING, N
SCALE UPDATE
The January meeting with be Saturday,
January 17 from 10-12 at the United
Methodist Church in East Greenwich, the site
of our December holiday meeting. There was
positive response to that time and location, so
we will be going with it again. Coffee and
donuts at 930, make sure you come early,
because the donuts are from Allie’s.

Come see how these are made, and how you
can design your own using free software.
Next up on the agenda is a weathering
round robin. Members are encouraged to
bring the materials demonstrating weathering
techniques, along with a few items to be
weathered. Don’t worry if you don’t know
how to weather, bring a car, a building, even
a piece of wood and you can learn several new
techniques. We will have at least three
presenters working simultaneously, so you
can learn a lot in just that hour about making
your trains much more realistic.

Do not miss this meeting! Dave Yale, who is
a pioneer in 3D printing, will bring a variety
of his products to show, and make a
presentation on how the 3D printing process
works.
Here are some of his HO scale detail parts:

We will sandwich a short business meeting in
between the two clinics, and have lunch after
the two clinics, where we will get an update
on the progress being made with our Division
N scale modular layout. A lot has happened
since the last meeting, so be sure to be there
if you are interested in participating in this
exciting project. Remember, you only need to
build one square foot of N scale to participate!
Lunch will be ordered from a local deli, so you
don’t have to bring a thing.
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DECEMBER MEETING A HUGE
SUCCESS: HOLIDAY SPIRIT,
POT LUCK, AND
DEMONSTRATIONS

FROM THE SCRAP BOX TO
LAYOUT: SOME IDEAS
by Mike Tylick

Were prototype railroads the original
hoarders? They never threw anything away
because it might be useful someday. Trying to
model what we see, most of us hobbyists are
just as bad when it comes to throwing away
project leftovers. My basement is filled with
numerous boxes of “scrap” that might, if I
could find it, have something I could use. I’ve
even moved my treasures to several different
homes in the past few years, and I probably
will do that again when the time comes- the
Junk King will never get them. I suppose we
can always replicate miniature scrap piles, but
it’s a real treat when we can find a clever use
for some of our collection.

The Saturday winter meetings of the Division
got off to a great start on December 13.
Meeting at the handicapped accessible United
Methodist Church in East Greenwich, the
meeting featured a pot luck lunch, a clinic on
quick interiors by Mike Tylick, and some
focus group meetings, including one on the
plans for the N Scale modular group the
Division is putting together.
There was a present raffle, Allie’s donuts and
good fellowship for all. Some pictures:

Parking lot bumpers. By the time we’ve
laid our track, we’ve probably acquired a large
collection of scrap rail sections. Real railroads
put their left overs to
good use as fences,
guard rails, and sign
posts. Old rail has
even been used as
reinforcing bars for
concrete structures.
But I discovered an
unusual use for old
rail on a recent visit to Mulvane, Kansas, the
site of a very busy former Santa Fe junction.
The well-maintained station, now a local
history museum, uses old for parking lot tie
bumpers. The rail is simply laid on its side at
the end of the lot. The longer sections are
joined together with the original fishplates.
The prototype rails are old and rusty, but I
would suggest painting your model white or
safety yellow so they will stand out from the
lot.

Serious conversation

The food line

A closer view of the parking lot rail

Mike prepping his clinic
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REVIEW:
JANUARY ISSUE OF MODEL
RAILROAD CRAFTSMAN

We all have extra freight car wheel sets. Some
are broken, or out of true. Or perhaps we’ve
replaced out plastic wheels with metal ones.
Our unused wheel sets make good flatcar
loads or car shop “junk”, but there’s a neat
bench I found along the Grand Canyon
Railway in Williams, Arizona. A few strips of
wood or styrene and you’re in business. If you
wanted to be lazy you could flatten the when
flanges rather than building a trunnion baseno one would ever notice in the smaller
scales.

This past year has been an “interesting" one
for Railroad Model Craftsman. Long the
second place model railroad magazine behind
Model Railroader, it was eclipsed this year
by some measures by the online and free
Railroad Model Hobbyist. Issues kept
missing deadlines, and it wheezed to a halt
with the June issue that was sent in August.
Finally, it stopped altogether and announced
that it was ceasing publication. Miraculously,
it was revived when White River Productions,
who also publishes Scale Rails for the NMRA,
purchased the magazine from Carstens.

NEW MEMBER? GETTING
RESTARTED? WE HAVE JUST
THE THING

Stephen Priest, MMR, the former editor of
the NMRA Magazine is now the editor of
RMC, and the NMRA publication has a new
editor. The new publishers have been
catching up with magazines, reaching the
point in late December when they could
publish a January issue. It is the first issue
that showcases the new style and format of
the magazine, and it appears all to the good.
Having a Master Model Railroader in charge
is very encouraging.

We have a lot of new members, and members
that are just starting to get serious about
starting to build, particularly with the
creation of the modular N scale Division
layout. If you are in that category, we have
just the thing: Henry Pierce is starting up a
“Class of 1914" group that will meet regularly
to work on basic skills and get people started
on a Golden Spike Achievement award, if they
are interested.

The publishers have committed to honoring
all subscriptions in full, automatically
extending subscriptions for months when no
magazine was published. This is a good way
to increase reader loyalty right off the bat.

In addition, people can start working on a one
square foot model in this group, either in N
scale (where it can be part of the modular
group) or in other scales if they wish. In
either event, the result can be entered in our
traditional one square foot contest at the
Annual Dinner in June. We will have a new
category for first time entries, so now is the
time to get started! Contact Henry Pierce at
821-4256 if you are interested.

As for content, a lot has changed both in style
and substance, while much that was good
about the old RMC was retained. The print is
in a new, easy to read font, articles are well
laid out, and there is in depth coverage of
several projects.
What is most remarkable is a twelve page
article detailing the use of an old stock layout
plan as a basis for a prototype medium sized
layout. It is packed with photos of the
prototype, a clear track plan, and photos of
the layout as constructed. Unlike most such
articles about layouts, this one is NOT fully
finished, but still in the working stage, like
most of our layouts. It provides a realistic
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level of expectations for those of us well short
of the “finished craftsman” layout.
Another eleven pages is devoted to a
comprehensive discussion of the Kansas City
Southern’s 2-10-4 locomotives, complete with
four pages of detailed drawings. It is
remarkable that a national publication would
devote so much space to one topic, but the
result is an article that is archive worthy. The
article is an education in the steam
locomotive era.
Bob Walker’s scratchbuilding column has
returned, now with more and better photos.
In fact, the entire issue is very visual without
losing substance. I urge everyone to pick up
an issue and think about subscribing — you
will congratulate yourself down the line when
you need a particular article.

UPCOMING EVENTS
January 24-25, 2015
Amherst Model Railway Society
Annual Show (The Big E)
Springfield, MA.
http://www.railroadhobbyshow.com
August 23-29
NMRA National Convention
Portland, Oregon
http://www.nmra2015portland.org/
October 18, 2015
Little Rhody Second Annual Model Train
Show
Pawtucket Armory
Pawtucket, Rhode Island
October 22-25
MER/NER Regional Convention
Mount Laurel, New Jersey
http://www.njdivnmra.org
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BUILDING BOOTY CORNER: INTRODUCTION TO WOOD KITS
Part Two: Getting Started with Construction
by Steve Erickson
Sue Osberg sent me some pictures of her build of this structure after reading last
month’s newsletter. Here they are:

There are a lot of other pictures on the internet, and specifically at one of the best resources
for model railroaders, Railroad Lines Forum. This website has been around for years, and
has a vast archive of building and construction threads. Several are on this building. You
can find them at http://www.railroad-line.com/. Now to get started.
First, think about a few basic tools. Here are some of the tools I use (most of them, actually,
if you assume more sizes of paint brush).

I use Titebond instead of white glue because Titebond is NOT water soluble, and we use
some water in weathering. The light ink is in an old candle jar, which has a terrific seal. I
wrote the recipe on the label for consistency of wash.
I keep my knives and such in a car kit box that has a piece of mailing tube glued to the back
so I can see them easily.
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I have a number of preset blades on
knife handles – safer than changing all
the time. Specifically, I have a regular
#11 blade, a saw blade, and a chisel
blade, as well as on medium sized
blade for heavier cutting. I will show
some additional tools as we proceed as
necessary.

Remember, reading the instructions is step one. Normally, especially if you have not
done this sort of thing before, I would recommend following them as written. Later you can
decide what order works best for you when constructing a building. In this case, however,
as in every building I do, I do make a deviation right at the beginning.
The first thing I do is prime the metal and window castings. I do this so they are ready
to paint with a final color later. I use a spray can – usually Tamara grey. This gets the job
done quickly. Paint dries quickly, but it takes at least overnight to cure. The difference is
whether the paint can still absorb what is applied over it. I prefer my castings to be cured,
not just dry, so I spray them right away and set them aside. Painting an unarmed casting
is asking for trouble.
If you decide to paint the castings, remember to make sure that castings that are part of the
structure – windows, doors, parts of walls – need to be consistent across the board. I
suggest not painting those right away. I will discuss painting detail castings at a later time.
I primed the windows with a grey primer from Tamara, which holds a top coat
well. I used a brown from the same company for the metal castings, since some of the most
prominent are wood.
Speaking of castings, there are forty separate metal castings in this kit. Some had “tails”
from the molding process, but they are easily removed. I like to file the bottoms of castings
to flat with a coarse emery board to ensure there are no gaps when the castings are placed.
This only takes a minute but does wonders for the credibility of the completed project. Here
are the castings, before priming:
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The castings, like in most kits, consist of three types -- those that are integral to the specific
structure (such as the fruit bins for the front of the store); castings that are part of the
structure (chimneys, vents, etc,); and castings that add to the ambiance of the scene -barrels, crates, pallets, etc.). As you go along and accumulate castings from different
sources, do not be afraid to “swap out” the second and third types with castings
from other sources. That will help make your building more distinctive.
Going back to the instructions, I built three first floor walls using a unique board and batten
siding technique. Prototype board and batten consists of wide planks butted along the long
edge with another, thinner piece of wood (the batten) nailed over the joint to ensure
weather tightness.
Taking full advantage of the laser cutter
capabilities, Bar Mills uses a two step process -a blank wall underneath, and a veneer
overlay that carries the battens in place
until placed on the under wall. This can
be a little confusing at first -- as the photo at
left demonstrates, the battens are attached to
an exterior frame, the entire unit is placed on
the under wall, and then the outside carrier
pieces are removed.
This is a complex process, but not difficult. The result is a sharper feel to the siding than
can be achieved through traditional use of milled siding. In fact, the battens were so
sharp I decided to use Valejo green paint to cover the lower walls. This paint,
which I generally use for figure painting and castings, has a much finer pigment than
regular acrylic craft paint. Make sure you get the sides of the battens painted as well as the
front. Valejo is available on line, at some craft stores, and at hobby shops that specialize in
war gaming.
I got enthusiastic and built up the commercial door that is on the street side. There are
three layers, all laser cut, which allows you to get a sharp distinction between the different
layers. I like to paint these in mildly contrasting colors so that the detail is clear. Here is
a picture of the door, after three layers (all different colors) have been applied. I kept the
bottom one on the carrier sheet to ensure that it is square and to guard against warping.

Don’t worry about the shiny part, it is
just paint not fully dried. This will get
some level of ink wash and a dusting of
weathering powder later.
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Priming the castings, building and painting the three lower wall pieces and doing the door
took just over an hour.
In my next session, running again about an hour, I painted the rest of the first floor walls
and assembled the windows. The front store windows are overlays, like the freight door.
They have tabs on them that fit into the slots on the precut base/sidewalk piece.
I painted and weathered the sidewalk, using Floquil Concrete and a dusting of Pan Pastel
colors, mostly grey.
So I have spent well under three hours – the equivalent of one good evening of work, or
part of a weekend afternoon – and have the walls ready for the first floor. The first floor
could be pretty much finished at this point, but before continuing I am going to create a
quick interior and set up lighting for it. That will be the subject of next month’s installment.
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