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JANUARY MEETING: LARGE SCALE IDEAS, QUESTION SESSION,
INFORMATION UPDATES AND MUCH MORE
JANUARY 2, 2016
THIS COMING SATURDAY
10 a.m. -12:00 p.m.
Cardi’s Furniture Community Room
999 Newport Avenue Pawtucket RI
The January meeting focuses on large scale, but will have a lot of other things going as well. The
meeting will feature a number of different activities, including a pizza lunch. Here is what we
have scheduled:
•
•
•
•
•

Coffee and donuts at 9:30.
Mike Tylick will give a presentation on the F Scale Chester and Becket Railroad –
a perennial best in show winner for modular layouts at Springfield. Do not miss
this demonstration of what can be done in large scale using modules!
Dan Pierce is going to bring a large scale circle of track, showing off DCC in large
scale. Learn about DCC at the same time.
David Kiley, who runs large scale inside and out, will show photos of his system,
bring some trolley and other equipment, and talk about the mistakes he has
made and how to avoid them.
Pizza lunch after meeting. Sign up at the meeting and make a contribution to the
fund (current estimate for lunch is $6.00, could be refined).

DECEMBER MEETING: LOT OF FUN, LOT OF INFO
The December meeting was a great success. We talked about Christmas trains, discussed an under
the tree layout that was brought to the meeting, shared ideas and learned about internet resources
(thanks to Shannon having a wifi hot spot!). Several of the T-Trak modules were present as well.
We had a food drive that collected over fifty items, which were donated to the East Greenwich
United Methodist Church food pantry. (See the letter attached). We had a small gift raffle as well.
A great pot luck lunch followed. Be sure to put this on your list for next year.
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Super Notes

LRD OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS
SUPERINTENDENT
Steve Erickson (NMRA member since 1996)
sperickson@gmail.com
401-324-9051

A short column from your Super.
December was a terrific meeting, and January
is shaping up well. Hope to see you Saturday.
The rest of the year is coming along, with some
in depth presentations, some suggested by our
newest members. Look for details each month.

ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT
Sue Osberg (NMRA member since 2007)
CHIEF CLERK (Secretary)
Dick Nagle (NMRA member since 1991)
PAYMASTER (Treasurer)
Shannon Dekonski (NMRA member since 2013)

We can really use more articles for the
newsletter – Mike stepped up this month, and
Richard is on tap for next month, their efforts
are appreciated. Consider writing a short
review, a presentation on a technique,
whatever you have.

DIRECTORS
David Dekonski (NMRA member since 2006)
George Landow (NMRA member since 2003)
PAST SUPERINTENDENTS
Brian Osberg (NMRA member since 2007)
Henry Pierce (NMRA member since 2005) (also
nominating committee chair)

Finally, remember that our 50th anniversary
annual meeting is coming up in June. We are
planning an extra special meeting for you. It
will be a time to remember.

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR (Appointed)
Linda Bergemann (NMRA member since 1995)
ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM CHAIR (Appointed)
Justin Maguire (NMRA member since 1995)

— Steve

AT LARGE (Appointed)
Richard Sebzda (NMRA member since 2012)

Redland’s Pride
by Mike Tylick
The internet as a modeling tool was discussed at a recent Little
Rhody meeting. Here is one useful idea that did not come up at the time.
On a recent trip we recently discovered this nifty water tank near Redlands,
California- an Inland Empire city known for its many orange groves. I’m
always looking for signs to photograph for my models, but this one was
impractical. Even if were possible it would take a great deal of Photoshop
work to remove the curve. To make matters worse, the sun was in my face
when we were there, so we couldn’t have had worse lighting for a picture.
It never rains in Southern California so there could be a long wait for
cloudy day photography.

The Redland’s Pride sign is an
excellent example of an older
style of food labeling. Taken
from Bing Images

But not to worry, when we arrived home I went
to the tablet and searched “Redlands
Pride” in Bing Images. I found an
A close-up view of the Redland’s Pride water
excellent copy of the artwork in a
tank in Redlands, California. Even though
the tank is old, the sign appears to have been
matter of seconds. Maybe it’s always
freshly painted. Photo by Tricia Tylick.
easier and better to search Google
and Bing for artwork rather than
photographing outdoor signs. My
daughter in law Tricia was kind enough to return to the scene to
photograph the water tank in better light. Even in better light conditions
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equalizing the shadows would be quite tedious.

As for model building, numerous manufacturers make suitable water tanks
in all the popular scales- most tanks are suitable for several scales as well.
I realize there are not many orange groves in Rhode Island, but this sign
would look good as a billboard or on the side of a grocery store, an orange
crate, or on a produce warehouse water tank. To use these signs, right-click
on the image and follow the directions to “Save Image”.
My choice for a model would be the American Model
Builders tank shown here. I would eliminate the
walkway and ladder and perhaps move the pump house
elsewhere on the layout. Taken from the Walthers
catalog.

Ticia also loves to post pictures of her children on Facebook, and one of
her favorite photo locations is the “In-N-Out Burger” a successful west
coast chain. As yet there are no IN-N-Outs on either side of the Rhode
Island Towers, but they could easily have gone national (McDonald’s
did) in our miniature model railroad world. Google can show you what their restaurants look like
too. Thanks to the internet and a little imagination, it’s not too difficult for California dreaming to
become a reality.

2016: CONVENTION AND ACTIVITY BOARD
January:
Amherst Railway Society annual show (the Big E) January 30-31 www.amherstrail.org
March/April
The Fine Scale Model Railroad Expo 2016
March 31 - April 2, 2016
Danvers, MA
May
2016 Maritime Federation of Model Railroaders Convention & Show
May 19-22, 2016
Saint John, New Brunswick, CA
www.portcityrails2016.org
July
NMRA National Convention and Train Show
“Highball to Indy”
July 3-10, 2016
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www.nmra2016.org
September
36th National Narrow Gauge Convention
September 7-10 2016
Augusta, Maine
www.nngc2016.org
The Pacemaker: 2016 Northeastern Regional Convention
September 15-18, 2016
Albany NY
www.hbdpacmaker.org

Holiday Party Photos
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