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SUMMER MEETING AND OPEN HOUSE AT DAVE KILEY’S
The big event of the summer will be on August 1 at Dave Kiley’s house
in Swansea. He will be hosting a division meeting and open house for his
G scale railroad, which is both indoor and outdoor. You saw some of
Dave’s whimsical work at the annual meeting – come and see what else
he has in store!
The Division will be meeting at 11 on Saturday, followed by lunch and
open house. Dave will be providing meatball grinders, we will bring
salads, desserts, and whatever else you would like to contribute.
His address is 12 Altham Street in Swansea. We will be sending out a
reminder and request for food items next week. See you there!

TRAIN SHOW SCHEDULED AGAIN FOR OCTOBER: MAKE YOUR
PLANS NOW
Save the date: October 18, 2015. The place: Pawtucket Armory (same as last year). The October
show was highly successful: 1100 in attendance, $4,000 raised for the Division. We aim to do
better this year. To do that, we need all your help. The committee is hard at work, but we need
more volunteers. To volunteer contact Justin Maguire at pennywhistle@fullchannel.net.
We have already circulated over 400 flyers at the Amherst Train Show, so the word is getting out.
This is a great way to help the Division while having a great time. Everyone involved last year found
it to be fun.
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RHODE RAIL BACK ON TRACK
My apologies for not sending out the newsletter for a couple of months. Life has a way of
overtaking you, and this got a little behind schedule. We are “back on track” now, so enjoy and
contribute! We always are in need of articles, information, reports, and photos. Share through
the newsletter! Next month we will feature highlights of the annual meeting, so look for it about
mid-August

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS
by Linda Bergemann, Membership Chair
Did you know...
As a member of the NMRA you have access to the Members-Only area of the NMRA website.
You must register on-line and log-in for access. Available in this area are almost 100 videos of
clinics given at past National Conventions. The range of topics is broad. There is even an
hour-long video on “Using the NMRA Standards Gauge.” So, if you are looking for information
on a specific topic or just want to see what's available, log-in and look under “Education” for
“National Convention Clinics.”
Our Newest Members
Please welcome our newest members: Peter Stempel of Wakefield, RI and Dean Johnson of
North Kingstown, RI. Dean models in O-scale and is also a member of the TCA (Train Collectors
Association).

2015-2016 SCHEDULE
The Board of Directors has established the meeting schedule for next year. Because of increased
attendance and the opportunity to have more in depth presentations and workshops, the board
decided to keep meeting on the first Saturday of each month at the United Methodist Church in
East Greenwich. The general schedule will be to open up for coffee and donuts at 9:30, followed
by two presentations and lunch. The T Trak and any other specialty groups will meet after lunch.
The board will be meeting in August to try to finalize workshops and clinics for the year. A couple
of adjustments will be made for holidays and to avoid the HUB show in December. Here are the
dates:
September

12 (Second Saturday, first Saturday is Labor Day weekend)
Show and Tell — bring what you have been working on since we last gathered.

October

3
Bring your T Trak modules if you want to be in the show! We will be making final
plans.

November

7
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December

12 (Second Saturday, to avoid HUB show)
Holiday extravaganza and pot luck – gifts, raffles, and surprises. Be sure to bring
your significant other.

January

2

February

6

March

5

April

2

May

7

June

8 (Wednesday evening)
ANNUAL DINNER and SPECIAL FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY

Programs for the fall will be included in the August and September newsletters. Stay tuned.

APRIL MEETING REPORT
The April meeting of the Division took place at the
United Methodist Church in East Greenwich, and a
good time was had by all. We were treated to an
extensive presentation on operations by Bruce
Robinson, coming all the way from the Seacoast
Division to show us how he operates on his layout.
Dave Kiley was awarded his Golden Spike.

Some pre-meeting refreshments and conversation.

Plans were made for the May meeting as well as the June
annual meeting at Richards Pub.
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MAY: ALL ABOUT TECHNIQUES FOR SCENERY
The May meeting featured a round table discussion of scenery techniques, and we saw
quite a few! We learned about ground goop, rock molds, using foam for scenery, and
much more. In addition Mike Tylick showed off his nearly completed T Trak module for
the Old Colony and Rhode Island Railroad.

To the right: Mike Tylick’s module for the
T Trak layout in progress. Mike also talked
about how he made the hills using some
basic techniques, and how he added depth
to a very narrow scene.

Left: A rock mold demonstrated at the
round robin
Below left: Static grass applicator over
rgound goop over foam board.
Below right: A finished rock casting

Overall, lots of great techniques were shared, including Sue Osberg’s ground cover
system and Justin Maguire’s carving foam techniques.
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Let's Eat!
By Mike Tylick, MMR

I'm as guilty of anyone when it comes to frittering away time in front of the television; these big
screens and sound systems are so seductive! I could be doing all sorts of useful stuff instead of
watching endless video, but it's hard to overcome Newton's laws of inertia. So I get all warm inside
when I actually accomplish something when the boob tube is on- it gives me the excuse to watch
even more TV.
Humor aside, I recently started to watch Showtime's "Brotherhood", a tale of sleazy politicians and
gangsters set right here in Rhode Island. Although most of the action is probably filmed in
California, there are a number of location shots. A recurring hangout for the cast is the NY System
Hot Wiener beanery in Olneyville; a popular backdrop is the large sign on the side of the building.
I dimly remember going there from college days.
A few years ago, I would have dismissed obtaining this sign as a difficult to accomplish dream, but
the internet has made it easy. A quick search of Bing Images under "New York System Wieners"
turned up a number of signs- I have saved and cleaned up my favorites. The Little Rhody legal
department has advised me that copying, sharing, and using these signs for non-commercial
projects (such as our railroad models) is considered "fair use" and is perfectly legal. If you are
reading the newsletter on the internet, merely right-click the images and you should be given the
option to save them to your hard drive. Eat and enjoy!
1.
The New York System sign on the side of the
restaurant in Olneyville Square. A billboard like this could go
anywhere on any layout, perhaps with an address in red lettering
at the bottom.

2.The neon sign in front of the building is double sided. The prototype is about nine
inches thick, so glue them to a piece of wood or cardstock. Bevels in the base could
make the asymmetrical top banners match. The real sign is neon- what a great
project to try and replicate with fiber optics.

3. The Coney Island System sign also showed up
on Bing. This is also a Rhode Island eatery,
located on Rt. 44 in East Providence. Menus are
probably similar.

4. New York Red Hots is in Detroit, near a large Ford
factory. These signs could probably be used anywhere in
the industrial Northeast and Midwest.
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5. Coney Island Hot Dogs is a Worcester landmark- I would stop there often when I
occasionally had longer lunch breaks.
6.
The prototype (below) is a triangular sign- simple enough to build. This
could be another neon project. All of these places had a similar history- 1920's
immigrants ate in Coney Island when arriving in New York from Greece and loved the
chili dogs. All of these restaurants are still open and have changed little in almost a
hundred years.
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